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1
Decision/action requested

SA5 is requested to agree on the way forward for alarm related definitions.
2
References

None.
3
Rationale

Alarm related definitions are split across many TSs. We can make the following observations.

Observations as to the TS structure:

· Alarm notifications are defined in TS 28.532.

· The "AlarmInformation" data type is specified in TS 28.532.

· Dedicated operations for alarm management (RPC style) are defined in TS 28.532.

· The "AlarmList" IOC for model-driven alarm management (using the usual CRUD operations) is defined in TS 28.622.

· Use case and requirements are defined in TS 28.545.

· Many alarm related terms are defined in the (legacy) 32.111-x series.

In addition, we can make the following observatios.
Observations as to the the descriptions:

· The alarm definitions in SA5 are often very short.
· Alternative or conflicting solutions exist side by side without any explanations or motivations. For example, for managing alarms a solution with dedicated operations is specified and a solution using normal CRUD operations. Another example is the reporting of threshold crossing events. These can be reported with a dedicated notification or a normal alarm notification.
· The definition of the alarm featurecan be easily contained in one TS. It is not that big to justify putting the definitions into more than one TS.

These observations lead to numerous implications.

Implications:

· Existing alarm definitions may not be understandable to readers without knowledge about the alarm function defined in ITU-T X.733.

· Two alternative solutions (CRUD based, RPC style) lead to confusion in the industry and increase likelihood of non interoperable products.
· SA5 is currently having long discussions about a potential need to enhance the alarm feature. These discussions would benefit from a common understanding of the existing capabilities of the alarm feature.

4
Detailed proposal

For solving the issues described above the following is proposed:

· Depricate TS 28.545.

· Depricate dedicated RPC style operations for alarm management.

· Move all other alarm definitions into a dedicated new TS. Improve the feature descriptions, not just copy-paste the existing material into a new TS. Note that improvement refers here only to the description of existing features, not to improvements of the feature as such.
· It is ffs if this work needs a dedicated WI or can be done in the context of another WI, such as the normative follow up WI for FS_eSBMAe.
· Creation of a new TS for the alarm feature is part of Rel-18.
· Postpone all discussions on potential needs to enhance the existing alarm feature until the new TS with consolidated and improved feature descriptions is completed.
